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though he always intended to, he found It prac-
tlenlly fmpossible not to dictate to his wife things
gbout himself, such as how he could not lecture
here; or where he hod been born, or how much
he would tiuke for this: and why he would not
congider that: together with those letters which

bepgnn—
“My dear ——,
“Thanks tremendously for your letter about

iy book, und g valuable eritieiam,
I think you are guite wrong. * * * . You don't
seem to hiuve gragped * * * In foet, 1 don't
think you ever quite do me justice % & %
“Yours affectionately,
i

Of eourse,

When his wife had copled those thnt might be
valvable after he was dead, he would stemp the
onvelopes, and exclaiming: “Nearly oleven—my
God!" would go somewhers where they think.

It was daring thore hours when he sal In n
curtnin oliniv with o pen in his hand that he
wag able to rest from thought shout himself, save,
Indeed, In those momenis, not oo [reguently,
when he conld not help reflecting: “"That's & fine
page—1 have sellom written anything hetter;™
or in those moments, too frequently, when he
sighed deeply, and thought: "I am not the man
[ wna'" About half-past one he wonld get up
with the pages In his hand, and, seeking out his
wilte, would give them to bher to rend, remarking:
“Here's the wretched stuff—no good at all;"” and
tuking @& position where he thought she could not
wee him, wonld do such things ns did not prevent
Wi knowing what effect the pages made on her,
If the effoct was good he would oftéen fesl how
wonderful she wus! If It was not good he had at
once a chilly sensation In the pit of his stom-
ach, and ate very little lunch:

When in the afterncons he took his walks
nhroad he possed great gquantities of things and
people without notleing, because he was thinking
deeply on such questions as whether he were
more of an obgerver, or more of an imaginntive
artlat; whether he were properly apprecinted In
Germany; nnd partioulnrly whether one were not
in danger of thinking too wmuch about oneself,

But every now and then he would stop, and say
te himself: 1 redlly must see more of life, 1
renlly must take In more foel” and e would
panslonately fix his eyes on a cloud, or a flower,
ar o man walking, and there would instantly come
tnto his mind the thought: “f have writlen twen-
ty books—ten more will make thirty—that cloud
I grey:™ or: "Thut fellow X—— Is Jeialous of
me! This flower 18 blue;™ or: “This man ls
walkliftg very—very——, D—n The Morning Maft,
*t alwnys ruos me down!" And bhe would have a
sort of sore, beunten feellng, knowing that he had
not observed those Lhings ag accnrately ns he
waould bave wished to,

During these sxceursions, too, he would often
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reflect Impersonally vpon matllers of the day,
lurge quesition of Art, PMublic Policy, and the
Human Soul;, and would almost fostantly find
that he had always thought (his or that; and at
onde see the necossily for putting hiz c¢onelu-
nlon forward 1n his book or In the press, phras
Ing 1t, of course, In a way that no one else
could; and there would start up before him Mt
tle bits of newspnper with these waords on them:
“No one, perhaps, save Mr. ——, could haye so
ubly set forih the Case for Baluchistun' Or,
“In the Pally Miracls there % n noble letter from
that eminent writer, Mr——, plending ngainst
the hyperspivitunlism of our age."”

Very often he would eay to himself, ng he
wallked with cyes fixed on things that he dld not
“This existence 8 not healthy, I really
must et away and take n complete holldny, and
not think at all ahout my work, | am getting
tos self-centered.” And he would go home and
say to his wife: “Let's go to Siclly, or Spain, or
fomewhere, Let's get away from all this, and
Just live™ And when she answered, "“"How
Jolly!"™ he would repeat, a lttle abseutly, “How
Jolly!" consldering what would be tha best ar-
ratgement for forwarding his letters. And |if,
ne sometlmes happened, they did go, he would
tpend nlmost a whole morning, living, and think-
ing how jolly it 'was to be aweay from everyvthing:
but towards the afternoon he would feel & sen-
sution, as though he were a sofan that hand been
sal on too moch, & sort of subsldence very
deap within him. This would be followed in the
evenlng by A disinclination to live, and that feel
ing would grow until on (he third day he re.
celved his letters together with a green-colored
wrapper enclosing some mentlons of hlmself, nnd
he would say: “Those fellows—no getting away
from them!"™ and feel [rresistilly Impelled to sit

Huving done so he would tnke up his pen,
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down.
not writing snything, Indeed-—because of the de-
termination te “live.” ag vt not gulte extinet—
but comparatively easy in his mind. On the fol-
lowing day be would say to his wife: I belleve
I can work bere™ And she would answor, smil
g, “Thut’s splendid;” and he wounld think,
“Hhe's wonderfol!” and begin fo write,

On  other while walking the
slreets or pbout the conntryside, he would sud.
deniy be appalled at  his ignorance, nnd
would say to himself: “l know simply nothing
I must rend." Aund golng home he would diginte
10 his wife the names of & number of books to
be procured from the library. When they arrived
lie would lonk at them a Httle gravely and think:
“Hy Jove! Fave I go! to read those? and the
sume evening he would take one up. He would
not, hovewer, gel bevond the fourth page, if it
were a novel, before he would say; “Muck! He
con't write!™ and would feel absolutely stimuo-
Jated to tuke up hig own pen and write some

oeenslons,

own
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